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Envuonmentcﬂ
Preservation

When European explorers
made their way to South Texas
in 1691, they discovered a set-
tlement of peaceful Indians
living beside a clear stream
fed by artesian springs. Im-
pressed by the lush vegelation
and the good, cool water, the

_explorers camped by the
springs. Father Massanet, a
priest who accompanied them,
celebrated Mass by the river
and named it for Saint
Anthony of Padua.

Much of the history of the
city, the region, and the State
of Texas is identified with this
little stream. From the ace-
quias (a Spanish term for the
irrigation canals built by the
founding missionaries) to
today’s modern skyscrapers,
many important buildings
were built beside this river.
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These include the famous mis-
sion now known as the Alamo -
as well as a number of impres- P par o L CR AP A S\ A Ane
sive structures such as the Mis- -77 1 0% lb\ )’/ﬂ't\)/?/t /{,/' IZ{‘ -J' ’f)—//f?/ 2 O& \/11'\
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Espada, San Juan; the Spanish e

spada, san juan; the Spanis. N KN ¥ N
Governor's Palace; the old /8 L& ijb/f& %C\ h ‘))T Oﬁ{dﬂg%\z& 4 tb S ,,é

Ursuline Academy, and many

more buildings from the ( 6 )
eighteenth and nineteenth

cenluries.



Early in the twentieth cen-
fury, the little river fell into
disfavor because of disastrous
flooding in 1913 and 1921. The
city government made plans to
converl the river into a storm
sewer system by straightening
the river and diverting its
water through a concrete
tunnel. Some citizens felt that
the lovely little stream was
too valuable an asset to lose,
so they began a movement to
save the river. From these
efforts came the founding of
the San Antonio Conservation
Society. The river was saved,
and organized environmenlal
preservation efforts became a
part of the life of the com-
munity.

OLD BREWERY F2&L0

Today the city of San
Antonjo has a unique heritage
of buildings that have been
preserved. Many of them have
found a new use and purpose.
The beautiful King William
section of the city, on the river
just south of downtown, is
undergoing a renaissance.
The San Antonio Museum
Association is converting an
old riverside brewery com- -
plex into an art museum. The
citizens of San Antonio have
demonstraled that environ-
menlal preservation can be an
asset to a city. Preservation
efforts have both private and
public support. In fact, the City
of San Antonio has a full-time
Historic Preservation Officer
who helps to insure that the
environmental heritage of the
city will be considered and
protected.
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