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Mayapan

The walled city of Mayapan was founded during the second half of the eighth century and covers an area
of 4 square kilometers. Containing approximately 4,000 structures. Mayapan reached a population of
12,000 inhabitants. Its name means "Banner of the Mayans".

During the postclassic period(1200-1441A.d.), Mayapan was considered the most important center of
mayan civilization ; thus it was frequently cited in Mayan literature as well as in Spanish sources. During
the postclassic period, this great Mayan capital reached great splendor and exercised dominion over
northeastern and central northern provinces of the Yucatan Peninsula.

The majesty of this site is evidenced by great buildings such as "Kukulcan's Castle" ; constructive
influences from Chichen Itza are apparent, although building proportions in Mayapan are smaller (as in the
case of the Castle).

In the central plaza, buildings served civic, administrate and religious purposes, as well as providing
residences for the site's governing class. These buildings were constructed over foundations with corridors

and columns. They formed temples whose interiors had altars toward the back and benches to the sides.
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Smaller shrines and round-shaped buildings, know as observatories, are also representative of this site's
architecture.

Mayapan's residential zone is mainly concentrated in the southeastern section of the civic center. Patios
of dwellings are bordered by walls locally know as albarradas or "defensive walls".
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Kabah

The ancient city of Kabah is located in the Puuc region in Yucatan which is characterized by the presence
of small hills and fertile grounds for agricultural production.

In the Puuc the Maya managed to produce excellent mixtures of lime which used for the construction of
majestic buildings. Delicate stone works decorating their facades are typical for the Puuc architecture, as
well as one of its most recurrent motives ; the depictions of the God Chaac.

Kabah had been occupied since 600 before the Common Era(Late Preclassic Period), however, its period
of splendor occurred between 700 and 1,000 Common Era(Terminal Classic Period). For almost 1,600
years the city was being constantly transformed until it reached its final form. The city has three groups,
although it has been calculated that its total extension covered some 4 km’. In this area there were a
couple of compounds of modest dimensions and innumerable houses with thatched roofs providing housing
for a population that reached up to 10,000 inhabitants.

The east Group is the only one that may be visited. It was the residence of the ruling family during the
Terminal Classic Period and also the place to exercise political and religious power.

Among its main buildings are the Codz Pop, the Palace and the Teocalli.

A Sakbe, or causeway, with a length of about 20km connected Kabah to the cities of Nohpat and Uxmal.

Dear visitors, Kabah is part of a nature reserve that has made possible the regeneration of its ecological
system. This is why you can enjoy not only the archaeological site, but also its vegetation, animals, and
birds. Help us to maintain it by following the instructions that you will find on the route.

"In Yucatan Maya
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Uxmal

Uxmal is located in the Santa Elena Valley to the south of the Puuc hill country in the southwestern part
of the Yucatan Peninsula. The zone was first settled in 500B.C., but it wasn't until the ninth and twelfth
centuries A.D. that it became the seat of Mayan political and economic power in the Puuc region.

It is estimated that a population of around twenty-five thousand inhabitants was distributed throughout a
territory of 37.5square kilometers with enormous agricultural potential, but lacking in permanent water
sources. For this reason the Mayas constructed chultunes, or underground cisterns, and a complex drinking
water system, including aguadas and bukteoobob for the utilization of rainwater.

The architecture at this site is one of the most authentic examples of the Puuk style. Decorative features
such as the three-dimensional masks of the God Chaac, colonnades, the two-headed jaguar, and other
iconographic symbols demonstrate Uxmal's position in the most important cultural and commercial circuits
of the Maya Classic Era.

The walled civic-administrative area occupies an area of one kilometer from north to south and 0.6
kilometer from east to west. The palace-type structures are arranged around courtyards, forming
quadrangles. The decoration is among the richest and most varied of all the archaeological zones, including
representations of gods, animals, dignitaries, and geometric forms. There are also residential structures in
the surrounding area.
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